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Introduction

This report provides an overview of the
empirical findings from a survey administered
to parish participants throughout San Diego
and Imperial counties as part of the ongoing
synod process. The survey was developed from
data gathered from more than 1,100 listening
sessions held at parishes throughout San Diego
and Imperial counties and was based on the
eight themes that emerged from them. For each
of these themes, we constructed three related
statements, and we asked participants to rate
their level of agreement on a four-point scale,
with response options given by strongly disagree
(1), disagree (2), agree (3), and strongly agree
(4). For each respondent, we then calculated
an overall average score for the three related
statements; this became their score for that
theme or construct.

In addition to these 24 statements, we also asked
respondents 14 questions, including seven
traditional demographic questions and seven
involving some aspect of their religious faith.
While the demographic questions contained
measures such as age, gender, race/ethnicity,
educational attainment, Zip Code, and marital
status, our seven religious faith questions
ranged from type, frequency of attendance at
Mass, and place of worship to questions about
the respondents’ relationship with both God
and the Church.

In the subsequent sections, we first briefly
discuss the procedures followed during the
survey’s administration and then move on to the
demographic and religion-related responses for
our sample of more than 27,000 participants. We

then provide an overview of the constructs and
report on the five highest and lowest-scoring
statements. A more detailed discussion of each
of the constructs follows, including the extent to
which various demographic factors help explain
variation in the constructs. This next section
contains a brief discussion of those respondents
that chose “Other” as the parish where they
most frequently worshipped since this group
also includes the homeless and incarcerated.
The report then concludes with a discussion of
the main takeaways from the analysis.

Procedures and Sample
Demographics

Before the survey was released to the public,
the 24 statements and 14 demographic and
religious-faith questions were discussed and
critiqued at two Synod Commission meetings,
which resulted in refinements to many of the
statements and questions. After arriving at a
working version of the survey, which would
be administered in English-, Spanish-, and
Vietnamese-language versions, we then held
two large pre-testing meetings at the Diocese
of San Diego, one in Spanish and the other in
English, where the respondents were able to use
their phones and iPads to complete the draft
survey. Not surprisingly, these two additional
pre-testing meetings yielded further insights
about and refinements of the survey items.
Before the survey was released, more than 75
individuals had the opportunity to comment
on the various statements and questions. The
survey was released the day after Labor Day,
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Sept. 6, 2022, and closed on Nov. 29, 2022.

Our final sample consisted of 27,670 individuals
who answered at least one of the survey
questions. Most respondents (89%) took
the survey in English, followed by 10% in
Spanish and 1% in Vietnamese. From a gender
perspective, women were overrepresented
among respondents compared to men (60.1%
vs. 37.3%) and were also a bit older than the
surveys male respondents, with the average
age for women at 52 and the average age for
men at 49. Interestingly, for both men and
women, the 50-59-year-old interval was the
most represented, followed by the 60-69-year-
old interval. Surprisingly, there were more
respondents between the ages of 14 and 19 for
both men and women than those between 20
and 29.

Our sample was also well educated, with almost
73% of respondents having at least some college
and slightly less than one in four having earned
a graduate degree. Most respondents were also
married (59.1%), with 22.2% never married and
13.4% either widowed, divorced, or separated.
From a racial and ethnic perspective, the two
largest groups of respondents were White
(38.3%) and Hispanic (33.6%), followed
by Filipino at 11.1%, Vietnamese at 3.1%,
Multiracial at 2.6%, Other Asian at 1.6%, and
Other at 1.2%; the other four categories (Native
American or Alaska Native, Black or African
American, Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific
Islander, and Middle Eastern or North African)
had 1.0% or less representation.

Religious Faith Questions

From a religious-faith perspective, 95.9% of
respondents considered themselves Catholic,
and 91.6% were baptized as a child or an infant,
with the rest being baptized or confirmed as
an adult. More than two-thirds of respondents
(67.8%) reported attending Mass weekly, while
9.7% reported attending Mass daily. There was a
strong preference for attending Mass in person,
with 87.7% of respondents selecting that choice
versus 12.3% of respondents who preferred
Mass virtually in the future. When asked to rate
their relationship with God and then the Church
on a ten-point scale where higher numbers
are associated with stronger feelings, their
relationship with God was somewhat stronger
than with the Church (7.12 versus 6.96), and
there was significantly more consensus around
their relationship with God compared to their
relationship with the Church.

When respondents were asked if they could
change one thing in their parish, 29.9% of
respondents selected “helping to spread the
faith,” followed by 23.4% who chose “outreach
to the marginalized.” In order, the next three
responses were about “making our parish
more welcoming” (20.5%), “better homilies”
(13.6%), and “less emphasis on money”
(12.6%). Interestingly, respondents mentioned
almost 100 parishes; the three most represented
parishes were: Good Shepherd, Corpus Christi,
and St. Francis of Assisi.
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An Overview of the
Constructs and the Highest
and Lowest Scoring
Statements

As described in the introduction, we created
eight constructs, each consisting of three
statements. These constructs are in Table 1, and
their averages are all close to 3.0, with a range
of less than half a point (2.82 to 3.24). The fact
that the averages are close to 3.0 means that
respondents were most likely to “agree” with the
various statements that made up the construct. In
addition, the standard deviations are also within
anarrow rangesuggestingaconsistentconsensus
surrounding the constructs. Interestingly, the
highest degree of consensus was for Anger at
the Clergy Sexual Abuse Scandals, and the least
was for The Sacramental Life of the Church.
Although discussed in more detail later, it is
interesting to note that the two highest-scoring

Table 1

constructs, The Sacramental Life of the Church
and Community Life, both involve meaningful
personal participation events at the church;
in contrast, the lowest-scoring constructs,
Inclusiveness and Acceptance vs. Doctrinal
Strength and Synodal Statements both deal with
things where the Church has some control.

To get a sense of the highest- and lowest-
scoring statements, Tables 2 and 3 provide the
five survey items with the highest and lowest
overall scores. Examination of Table 2 reveals
that three of the five highest-scoring items again
involve personal participation events; the other
two are actions the Church has taken or needs
to take. Among the lowest-scoring statements,
three involve Church actions while two involve
the local parish; sadly, the lowest-scoring item
involves whether an individual would be missed
if they stopped participating in their parish.

Means and standard deviations for the constructs. The “mean” represents the average score from a scale of 1-4 that respondents
answered on the survey. The higher the mean indicates agreement with each statement on average.

Construct Scores (Highest to Lowest)

Mean*  Standard Deviation **

The Sacramental Life of the Church 3.24 61
Community Life 3.21 .60
Priestly Ministry 3.06 .56
Issues of Youth and Young Families 3.04 56
Church as a Pathway to God 3.00 64
Anger at the Clergy Sexual Abuse Scandals 3.00 47
Synodal Statements 2.84 55
Inclusiveness, and Acceptance vs Doctrinal Strength 2.82 .60

o Standard deviation is a measure of how dispersed the data is in relation to the mean. Low standard deviation means data are clustered
around the mean, and high standard deviation indicates data are more spread out.
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Table 2

Means and standard deviations for the survey items. The “mean” represents the average score from a scale of 1-4 that respondents
answered on the survey. The higher the mean indicates agreement with each statement on average.

The Five Survey Items with the Highest Average Score Mean Standard Deviation
Participation in the celebration of the Sacraments (such as Baptism, 3.46 .69
Confirmation, Eucharist, Marriage, Reconciliation, and Anointing of the
Sick) is an important part of my life.

The cover-up conducted by some bishops, rather than individual cases, was 3.30 76
most disappointing.

Participating in my parish community draws me closer to God. 3.28 71
[ feel welcomed and included in my parish community. 3.25 73
The Church needs to communicate with the Gospel in contemporary ways 3.23 76
to youth and young adults.

Anger at the Clergy Sexual Abuse Scandals 3.00 47
Synodal Statements 2.84 55
Inclusiveness, and Acceptance vs Doctrinal Strength 2.82 .60

Table 3

Means and standard deviations for the survey items. The “mean” represents the average score from a scale of 1-4 that respondents
answered on the survey. The higher the mean indicates agreement with each statement on average.

The Five Survey Items with the Lowest Average Score Mean Standard Deviation
It I stopped participating in my parish I would be missed. 2.60 94
Individuals should be excluded from the sacraments based on their mor-al 2.62 93
conduct. (Reverse scored.)
The Church listens. 2.70 .76
Inclusiveness and acceptance in the Church are more important than strictly 2.72 93
following the Church’s rules.
My parish does a good job of drawing younger people into a greater faith in 2.79 86
God.
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The Constructs

This section briefly discusses each of the
constructs and their associated questions.
In addition, the takeaways from a series of
regression analyses that looked at the extent to
which the demographic factors collected in the
survey might be able to explain variation in the
constructs are also discussed. However, rather
than reporting the detailed regression results,
the takeaways are described in simple English.

The Sacramental
Life of the Church

“The Sacramental Life of the Church”
construct received the highest score of our
eight constructs, with an average score of 3.24,
revealing that respondents generally agreed
with the three statements that made up the
construct. “Participation in the celebration
of the Sacraments is an important part of my
life’ had the highest score of any of the 24

Table 4

statements, with an average score being almost
halfway between “agree” and “strongly agree”
Interestingly, all three of the statements that
make up the construct focused directly on the
actions and feelings of the participants alone,
rather than on something that the Church has
done or should be doing.

Results from the regression analysis suggest a
strong age effect for this construct, with older
parishioners agreeing with the statements more
strongly than younger parishioners. Similarly,
we found that individuals who identify as
Hispanic, Filipino, Vietnamese, and Middle
Eastern also agreed more strongly with the
statements than those of other racial and ethnic
backgrounds. However, we found that those
with at least a bachelor’s degree and those who
never married tended to agree less with the
statements, resulting in an overall lower mean
score for the construct.

Means and standard deviations for the survey items. The “mean” represents the average score from a scale of 1-4 that respondents
answered on the survey. The higher the mean indicates agreement with each statement on average.

The Sacramental Life of the Church Construct Mean Standard Deviation
The Sacramental Life of the Church Construct 3.24 61
Participation in the Mass is my most meaningful ongoing encounter with 3.15 .88
God.
Participation in Mass helps me to live out the Gospel by loving my neigh-bor. 3.13 .70
Participation in the celebration of the Sacraments (such as Baptism, Con- 3.46 .69
firmation, Eucharist, Marriage, Reconciliation, and Anointing of the Sick) is
an important part of my life.
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Community Life

The second highest-scoring construct was
“Community Life,” with a mean score of 3.21,
well above the threshold of 3.0 that registered
agreement among respondents. As with the
“Sacramental Life of the Church” construct
discussed previously, all three statements refer
to the parish community rather than something
the Church beyond the parish level has done or
needs to do. The scores on the three statements
that form the construct were closely grouped,
with “Participating in my parish community
draws me closer to God” scoring the highest,
and “Friendships in my parish are important
to me” receiving the lowest score — although
respondents agreed with all three statements
and the differences among scores for different
items was not great.

Table 5

Regression results revealed another strong
age effect, with older parishioners more likely
to agree with the statements than younger
parishioners. We also found that Hispanics,
Filipinos, Vietnamese, and Middle Easterners
agreed more with the three statements than
those from other racial and ethnic backgrounds,
as did the males in our sample. From an
educational perspective, those with at least
some college experience tended to agree less
than those without any college, and the effect
size increased with the level of education. In
addition, those individuals who never married
also agreed less than those who were married,
separated, widowed, or divorced.

Means and standard deviations for the survey items. The “mean” represents the average score from a scale of 1-4 that respondents
answered on the survey. The higher the mean indicates agreement with each statement on average.

Community Life Construct and Associated Survey items Mean Standard Deviation
Community Life Construct 321 .60
I feel welcomed and included in my parish community. 3.25 73
Participating in my parish community draws me closer to God. 3.28 71
Friendships in my parish are important to me. 3.15 75
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Priestly Ministry

The mean score for the “Priestly Ministry”
construct was 3.06, revealing that respondents
largely agreed with the three statements that
made up the construct. Among the three
statements, the highest mean score was for “My
parish priest does a good job of handling issues
facing the parish and community; and the
lowest score was given to “The Church’s renewed
emphasis on the importance of lay ministries is
crucial in responding to the declining number of
priests.” As two of the three statements directly
involve existing parish priests, respondents
appear to be largely satisfied with the priestly
ministry.

Table 6

Our regression analysis again revealed a strong
age effect, with older parishioners tending to
agree more than younger parishioners; this
effect grew monotonically stronger as we moved
through the ten age categories. Hispanics,
Filipinos, and Vietnamese also tended to agree
more with the three statements, while Blacks
agreed less. From an educational perspective,
respondents with at least some college
experience agreed less than those without any
college experience. We also found that those
never-married respondents agreed less with the
statements, while those who were divorced or
separated tended to agree more.

Means and standard deviations for the survey items. The “mean” represents the average score from a scale of 1-4 that respondents
answered on the survey. The higher the mean indicates agreement with each statement on average.

Priestly Ministry Construct and Associated Survey Items Mean Standard Deviation
Priestly Ministry Construct 3.06 56
Over the years, my parish priests have helped me grow in my relation-ship 3.08 80
with God.
My parish priest does a good job of handling issues facing the parish and the 3.16 77
community.
The Churchs renewed emphasis on the importance of lay ministries is 2.99 75
crucial in responding to the declining number of priests.
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Church as a Pathway to God

The mean score for the “Church as a Pathway
to God” construct was exactly 3.0, signaling
agreement with the tightly grouped statements
making up the construct. The two statements
with the highest scores in the construct involved
the Church playing a role in moral decision-
making and acting as the primary pathway
to God, while the lowest-scoring statement
concerned participation in one of the many
Church groups.

Table 7

Results from the regression analysis again
revealed a strong age effect, with older
parishioners more likely to agree with the
statements underlying this construct - except
for the centenarians who agreed less. We also
found that Hispanics, Filipinos, and Vietnamese
agreed more than those with different racial
and ethnic backgrounds, as did our male
respondents. However, those with at least some
college agreed less, and this effect increased
monotonically with the level of education. We
also found that those who never married and
were divorced or separated tended to agree less
than those married or widowed.

Means and standard deviations for the survey items. The “mean” represents the average score from a scale of 1-4 that respondents
answered on the survey. The higher the mean indicates agreement with each statement on average.

Standard Deviation

Church as a Pathway to God Construct and Associated Survey Items Mean

Church as a Pathway to God Construct 3.00 64
The Church plays a significant role in my moral decision-making. 3.07 77
The Church is my primary pathway to God. 3.01 .86
[ have participated in at least one group in the church, which helped me 292 838
grow as a disciple of Christ. (Some examples are Cursillo, Knights of

Co-lumbus, Matrimonios, womens guild, Scripture study groups, and

Cou-ples for Christ.)
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Issues of Youth and
Young Families

Examination of the “Issues of Youth and Young
Families” construct again reveals a mean
score close to 3.0, in this case, 3.04, which
indicated a general level of agreement with the
three statements that comprise the construct.
Interestingly, the highest-scoring statement was
that respondents felt that “The Church needs to
communicate with the Gospel in contemporary
ways to youth and young adults”; the lowest-
scoring “Was my parish does a good job of
drawing younger people into a greater faith in
God” Together, the means for these statements
reveal that the Church has work to do with
the engagement of youth and young adults;
however, respondents felt that their parish
effectively formed young people into the faith
through their religious education programs or
Catholic school.

Table 8

The significant factors that emerged from the
regression analysis for this construct included
level of education, race/ethnicity, marital
status, and age. Interestingly, the age effect was
less pronounced for this construct, although
those over 60 still agreed more with the three
statements than those aged 20-29, who agreed
less. From an education perspective, those
with at least some college tended to agree less
than those with less education. Once again,
Hispanics, Filipinos, and Vietnamese agreed
more than those from other racial and ethnic
backgrounds, as did those respondents that
were either divorced or separated.

Means and standard deviations for the survey items. The “mean” represents the average score from a scale of 1-4 that respondents
answered on the survey. The higher the mean indicates agreement with each statement on average.

Issues of Youth and Young Families Construct Mean

Standard Deviation

and Associated Survey Items

Issues of Youth and Young Families Construct 3.04 56
My parish does a good job of drawing younger people into a greater faith in 2.79 86
God.

The Church needs to communicate with the Gospel in contemporary ways 3.23 76
to youth and young adults.

My parish eftectively forms young people in the Catholic faith through 3.09 77
Catholic school or religious education programs.

10
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Anger at the Clergy Sexual
Abuse Scandals

The mean score for the “Anger at the Clergy
Sexual Abuse Scandals” was exactly 3.0,
signaling perfect agreement with the loosely
grouped statements. The highest-scoring
statement in the construct (and the second
highest-scoring statement in the entire
survey) was “The coverup conducted by some
bishops, rather than individual cases, was most
disappointing,” with a mean score of 3.30, while
the lowest-scoring statement at 2.83 was “The
Catholic Church is now handling sexual abuse
issues more positively” Together, the construct
and associated statements suggest that although
the Church is now handling sexual abuse issues
more positively, the coverup conducted by
bishops has made it more difficult to attract
people to the Church.

Table 9

Regression analysis revealed an age effect that
began at age 40 as respondents tended to agree
more with the construct as age increased. We
also found that compared with respondents
who never completed high school, increased
education was associated with more agreement
with the three statements; this effect increased
monotonically through those with doctoral or
professional degrees. From a racial and ethnic
perspective, multiracial respondents tended to
agree more, and those who never married less.

Means and standard deviations for the survey items. The “mean” represents the average score from a scale of 1-4 that respondents
answered on the survey. The higher the mean indicates agreement with each statement on average.

Anger at the Clergy Sexual Abuse Scandals Construct Mean Standard Deviation
and Associated Sur-vey Items

Anger at the Clergy Sexual Abuse Scandals Construct 3.00 47

The sexual abuse scandal makes it more difficult to attract people to the 2.89 84

Church.

The cover-up conducted by some bishops, rather than individual cases, was 3.30 76

most disappointing.

The Catholic Church is now handling sexual abuse issues more positively. 2.83 .68

The Catholic Church is now handling sexual abuse issues more positively. 2.83 .68

11
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Inclusiveness and Acceptance
vs Doctrinal Strength

The mean score for this important construct
was 2.82, the lowest scoring of all eight
survey constructs. Two of the statements in
the construct were among the four lowest-
scoring statements in the entire survey:
“Inclusiveness and acceptance in the Church
are more important than strictly following the
Church’s rules” was 2.72, and the reverse-scored
statement “Individuals should be excluded from
the sacraments based on their moral conduct;’
at 2.62; this statement was reverse scored so that
more agreement signifies greater acceptance
and inclusion. Since a mean score of 2.5 suggests
neither “agreement” nor ‘“disagreement; it
seems as if respondents felt strongly on both
sides of the inclusiveness and acceptance vs.
doctrinal strength debate, as revealed by the
lack of consensus as shown by two of the three

Table 10

highest standard deviations in the entire survey.
Despite strong feelings on both sides of the issue,
respondents felt their parish did a good job of
balancing the concerns with a score of 3.14.

For this construct, there was a strong negative
age effect beginning at age 20, while older
respondents were less likely to agree with the
threestatementsthanyoungerrespondents. Also,
those with some college or less were less likely to
agree, while those with graduate degrees were
more likely to agree. Perhaps unsurprisingly,
we found that Blacks, Hispanics, Filipinos, and
Vietnamese all tended to agree more with the
statements than Whites or Middle Easterners.
We also found that never-married individuals
and those divorced or separated agreed more
than married folks, and those widowed agreed
even less.

Means and standard deviations for the survey items. The “mean” represents the average score from a scale of 1-4 that respondents
answered on the survey. The higher the mean indicates agreement with each statement on average.

Inclusiveness and Acceptance vs. Doctrinal Strength Construct Mean Standard Deviation
and Asso-ciated Survey Items
Inclusiveness and Acceptance vs. Doctrinal Strength Construct 2.82 .60
Inclusiveness and acceptance in the Church are more important than strictly 272 93

following the Church’s rules.

conduct. (Reverse scored)

Individuals should be excluded from the sacraments based on their mor-al 2.62 93

hand, with catholic teaching, on the other.

My parish does a good job of balancing inclusiveness/acceptance, on the one 3.14 77

hand, with catholic teaching, on the other.

My parish does a good job of balancing inclusiveness/acceptance, on the one 3.14 77

12
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Synodal Statements

Our final construct, Synodal Statements, had
the second-lowest score of our eight constructs,
at 2.84. The highest level of agreement was for
“The Church must achieve a deeper level of
participation and input from all its members,’
with a mean of 3.24. The other two statements
were among the lowest-scoring statements in the
survey: “If I stopped participating in my parish
I would be missed” at 2.60, and “The Church
listens” at 2.70. Together, these statements
reveal that the Church needs to listen more to
all its members and perhaps encourage greater
participation and caring about each other.

Table 11

For our final construct, we found that older
parishioners agreed more with the three
statements than younger parishioners, as did
males and those identifying as Black, Hispanic,
Filipino, Vietnamese, other Asian, and Middle
Easterners. From an educational perspective,
those with at least some college tended to agree
less, and this effect increased with the level of
education. We also found that those never-
married respondents agreed less with the
statements.

Means and standard deviations for the survey items. The “mean” represents the average score from a scale of 1-4 that respondents
answered on the survey. The higher the mean indicates agreement with each statement on average.

Synodal Statements Construct and Associated Survey Items Mean Standard Deviation

Synodal Statements Construct 2.84 55

The Church must achieve a deeper level of participation and input from all 3.21 66

its members.

If T stopped participating in my parish I would be missed. 2.60 94

The Church listens. 2.70 76

My parish does a good job of balancing inclusiveness/acceptance, on the one 3.14 77

hand, with catholic teaching, on the other.

13
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A Quick Look at those who
Selected Other as the Parish

where they Most Frequently
Worship

A total of 894 respondents selected “Other” as
the parish where they most frequently worship,
representing 4% of the 22,000 who answered
the question. From a demographic perspective,
these respondents were different in that they
were younger and less likely to be Catholic,
Filipino, Middle Eastern, married, and more
likely to be male, never married, and have not
completed high school. When examining our
eight constructs, these individualsalso had lower
mean values for “Sacramental Life, “Church
as a Pathway to God, “Community Life]
“Priestly Ministry, and “Synodal Statements,”
and a higher mean value for “Inclusiveness and
Acceptance vs Doctrinal Strength” There were
no significant differences for the “Anger at the
Clergy Sexual Abuse Scandals” and “Youth and
Young Families” constructs.

A small subset of these respondents was
either homeless or incarcerated, and these 98
individuals were different demographically.
Specifically, they were significantly less likely to
be Catholic, White, Filipino, Vietnamese,
Middle Eastern, married, and have any
undergraduate or graduate degree. Conversely,
they were more likely to be male, Hispanic,
divorced or separated, and have a high school
degree or some college as their highest level
of education. In terms of the constructs, the
98 respondents had lower mean values for
“Sacramental Life,” “Anger at the Clergy Sexual

Abuse Scandals,” “Inclusiveness and Acceptance
vs Doctrinal Strength,” and higher mean scores
for “Community Life,” “Priestly Ministry, and
“Synodal Statements.”

Discussion

Thisreport presents several important takeaways
from the analysis presented and described
here. The first involves the willingness of more
than 27,000 parishioners to have their voices
heard through participation in the survey,
which has allowed for a robust analysis of their
responses. In addition, the demographic and
religious diversity among respondents speaks
to the level of comfort that respondents felt
when completing the survey, something to be
celebrated, given the highly personal nature of
the questions and statements. Together, this
suggests that the results of the analysis have value
in presenting a snapshot of where parishioners
were at the end of 2022, as well as in allowing
Church officials to tailor interventions and
programs to the area of greatest need. In an
era of diminishing resources, this information

should prove enormously helpful.

Given the large sample size, the fact that the
mean scores for all eight constructs are within
a narrow band around the number representing
agreement (3.0) suggests that most respondents
agreed with the statements that formed
the constructs. Despite this overall level of
agreement, some construct scores were higher
than others. For instance, the two highest scores
were for the “Sacramental Life of the Church”

14
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and “Community Life,” both largely involving
personal participation events. The scores for
these two constructs (3.24 and 3.21) suggest a
strong level of agreement in contrast with the
two lowest—scoring constructs, “Inclusiveness
and Acceptance vs. Doctrinal Strength” and
“Synodal Statements,” which involve things
controlled by the Church, such as listening,
achieving a deeper level of participation from
members, and balancing inclusiveness and
acceptance with doctrinal strength.

In addition to the constructs, several individual
statements stand out for their inferential value.
While respondents felt welcomed in their
parish community and enjoyed participating
in events that brought them closer to God,
survey participants’ responses suggest more
work is needed to draw younger people into the
Church; one way to do this, according to survey
participants, is to communicate the Gospel in
more contemporary ways. Respondents also felt
that while the Catholic Church is now handling
sexual abuse issues more positively, the scandals
have made it difficult to attract people to the
Church; it may be significant that respondents
put most of the blame on the coverup conducted
by the bishops rather than the individuals
who engaged in the inappropriate behavior
themselves.

The regression part of the analysis revealed
several factors that helped explain some of the
variation in construct scores. For example,
age was an explanatory factor for all eight
constructs, with older parishioners generally
having more traditional values than younger

ones. Age differences were evident in stronger
positive feelings about sacramental life, church
as a pathway to God, the priestly ministry,
community life, and anger at the sexual abuse
scandals, and stronger negative feelings about
inclusion and acceptance. From a racial and
ethnic  perspective, Hispanics, Filipinos,
and Vietnamese consistently displayed the
same attitudes as older parishioners with one
important exception: They supported more
inclusion and acceptance rather than siding
with the relative importance of Church doctrine.
Education also played a role in that we generally
found that the more educated a respondent
was, the less likely they were to agree with the
statements involving the sacramental life of the
Church, community life, church as a pathway to
God, issues of youth and young families, priestly
ministry, and synodal statements, and more
likely to agree with anger at the clergy sexual
abuse scandals and the importance of inclusion
and acceptance vs. doctrinal strength.
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