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Minsters of the Liturgy 

 

His Excellency 

The Most Reverend Michael M. Pham 

Bishop of San Diego 

+++ 

His Excellency 

The Most Reverend José H. Gómez 

Archbishop of Los Angeles 

+++ 

His Eminence 

Christophe Cardinal Pierre 

Apostolic Nuncio to the United States of America 

+++ 

His Eminence 

Robert Cardinal McElroy 

Archbishop of Washington 

+++ 

His Eminence 

Roger Cardinal Mahony 

Archbishop Emeritus of Los Angeles 

+++ 

Their Excellencies 

Concelebrating Bishops 

+++ 

Concelebrating Priests 

+++ 

Attending Deacons 
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HIS HOLINESS 

POPE LEO XIV 
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His Excellency 

The Most Reverend José H. Gómez 

Archbishop of Los Angeles 
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His Eminence 

Christophe Cardinal Pierre 

Apostolic Nuncio to the United States of America 
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His Excellency 

The Most Reverend Michael M. Pham 

Seventh Bishop of San Diego 
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This liturgy is being photographed and videoed by professional photographers. To maintain a 

spirit of reverence and solemnity, please silence all electronic devices and refrain taking 

photos or videos during the liturgy. Thank you for your cooperation.  

Esta liturgia será fotografiada y filmada por fotógrafos profesionales. Para mantener un 

espíritu de reverencia y solemnidad, por favor, silencie todos los dispositivos electrónicos y 

absténgase de tomar fotos o videos durante la liturgia. Gracias por su cooperación. 

Prelude  

Ven al Banquete Bob Hurd and Pia Moriarty 

Sa ’yo Lamang Manoling Francisco, SJ 

Cao Vời Khôn Ví (The Melody of Fragrant Incense) Hùng Lân 

 

Procession before Mass 

Riguadon André Campra  

 

Ecumenical and Inter-Religious Leaders 

Knights and Ladies of Peter Claver 

Knights and Dames of Malta 

Knights and Dames of the Holy Sepulchre  

Attending Deacons 

Concelebrating Priests 
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The Introductory Rites 

Entrance Hymn  

Gathered as One Deanna Light and Paul A. Tate 

1. Many the faces, the young and the old,  

2. Many the pilgrims, sharing at feast,  

3. Many the voices, raised up in song, 

Like those come before us, we listen and learn.  

We remember the promise and await your return.  

So without hesitation a new generation proclaims the salvation of God!  

1. Throughout hist’ry the story’s retold,  

2. All are welcome the greatest and least, 

3. In one fam’ly where all can belong, 

Cantor: 

All: 

Cantor: 

All: 

All: 

Cantor: 



Page 10  Diocese of San Diego 

 

GREETING The Most Reverend José H. Gómez 

 Archbishop of Los Angeles 

 

Salutation Robert Cardinal McElroy 

 Archbishop of Washington 

 

Rite of Canonical Possession 

PROCLAMATION OF THE APOSTOLIC MANDATE 

The Apostolic Nuncio, Christophe Cardinal Pierre,  

publicly reads the Apostolic Mandate. 

ACCEPTANCE OF THE APOSTOLIC MANDATE 

The Apostolic Nuncio asks the Bishop-Designate if he is 

willing to accept the See of San Diego, and he replies. 

All respond, “Thanks be to God.” 

PRESENTATION OF THE APOSTOLIC MANDATE 

The College of Consultors inspects the Apostolic 

Mandate, Chancellor María Olivia Galván certifies the 

inspection, and then the Mandate is presented to 

the People. 
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SEATING OF THE BISHOP 

Bishop Pham is seated by Cardinal Pierre and Archbishop 

Gómez and presented with his crozier, the sign of his 

pastoral office, as the Seventh Bishop of San Diego. 

All indicate their joy with applause. 

GREETING OF THE BISHOP  

BY DIOCESAN REPRESENTIVES 

Bishop Pham is welcomed by representatives of the clergy, 

religious, and laity of the Diocese and by religious leaders 

of other faith communities. 

MOTETS AT THE GREETING OF THE BISHOP 

UBI CARITAS MAURICE DURUFLÉ 

I GIVE TO YOU A NEW COMMANDMENT PETER NARDONE 
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Gloria Mass of Saint Ann, Ed Bolduc 
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Collect 
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Liturgy of the Word 

First Reading Hechos 2, 1–11 

When the time for Pentecost was fulfilled, they were all in one place 

together. And suddenly there came from the sky a noise like a strong 

driving wind, and it filled the entire house in which they were. Then 

there appeared to them tongues as of fire, which parted and came to 

rest on each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit 

and began to speak in different tongues, as the Spirit enabled them 

to proclaim. 

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven staying in 

Jerusalem. At this sound, they gathered in a large crowd, but they were 

confused because each one heard them speaking in his own language. 

They were astounded, and in amazement they asked, “Are not all these 

people who are speaking Galileans? Then how does each of us hear 

them in his native language? We are Parthians, Medes, and Elamites, 

inhabitants of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 

Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the districts of Libya near Cyrene, as 

well as travelers from Rome, both Jews and converts to Judaism, 

Cretans and Arabs, yet we hear them speaking in our own tongues of 

the mighty acts of God.” 

 

Responsorial Psalm 

Salmo 88/89: Cantaré Eternamente Mary Frances Reza 
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Second Reading 1 Cô-rin-tô 12, 3b–7.12–13 

Brothers and sisters: No one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the 

Holy Spirit. There are different kinds of spiritual gifts but the same 

Spirit; there are different forms of service but the same Lord; there 

are different workings but the same God who produces all of them in 

everyone. To each individual the manifestation of the Spirit is given for 

some benefit. As a body is one though it has many parts, and all the 

parts of the body, though many, are one body, so also Christ. 

For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or 

Greeks, slaves or free persons, and we were all given to drink of 

one Spirit. 

 

Gospel Acclamation Mass of Saint Ann, Ed Bolduc 

 

Gospel John 10:11–16, 27b–30 

 

Homily The Most Reverend Michael M. Pham 

 Bishop of San Diego 
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Universal Prayer Dao-Kim Nguyen and Rufino Zaragoza, OFM 

For the Church: that through the power of the Holy Spirit, we may 

enlarge the space of our tent to welcome the diverse faces of Christ 

in our community. 

For our Holy Father, Pope Leo XIV: that the Holy Spirit will fill him 

with good counsel to lead the Church as the Successor of Peter and 

the Vicar of Christ on earth. 

For Bishop Pham, the Seventh Bishop of San Diego: that he may be filled 

with every grace and blessing as he begins his ministry as our 

compassionate, good shepherd. 

For world leaders: that the Holy Spirit will fill them with the Fear of 

the Lord to promote world peace and unity among all nations. 

For our nation: that we will be filled with the gifts of understanding 

and fortitude to advocate for the protection and dignity of human life 

from conception to natural death. 

For immigrants, refugees, and those fleeing persecution: that through 

the wisdom of the Holy Spirit, we may welcome them and offer them a 

place at the table. 

For those who suffer from natural disasters, illness, anxiety, 

incarceration, loss of employment or shelter, and for those who 

mourn: that the mercy of God will bring them comfort, healing, and 

resolve. 

For an increase in vocations: that through the intercession of Mary, 

Mother of the Church, we will seek to hear and answer the universal 

call to holiness. 

For all those who have gone before us in faith: that they may be 

welcomed at the heavenly banquet. 
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Liturgy of the Eucharist 

Preparation of the Altar and Gifts 

Ang Katawan ni Kristo Ricky Manalo, CSP 
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Sanctus Mass of Saint Ann, Ed Bolduc 

Memorial Acclamation Mass of Saint Ann, Ed Bolduc 

Amen Mass of Saint Ann, Ed Bolduc 
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Communion Rite 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

Sign of Peace 

 

Agnus Dei Mass of Saint Ann, Ed Bolduc 

 

Communion Procession 

Ubi Caritas Bob Hurd 
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Tâm Tình Hiến Dâng Oanh Song Lam 

 

Prayer after Communion 
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Concluding Rites 

Blessing and Dismissal 

Recessional Hymn 

Somos el Cuerpo de Cristo  Jaime Cortez and Bob Hurd 

Postlude  

Now Thank We All Our God Sigfrid Karg-Elert 
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The Most Reverend  

Michael M. Pham 

Seventh Bishop of San Diego 

 

Birthdate: January 22, 1967 

Birthplace: Da Nang, Vietnam 

Seminary: Saint Patrick’s Seminary, Menlo Park, California 

Ordained: June 25, 1999, Diocese of San Diego 

Appointed Auxiliary Bishop of San Diego:  June 6, 2023 

Consecrated: September 28, 2023 

Appointed Bishop of San Diego: May 22, 2025 
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Born in 1967 in Da Nang, Vietnam, Bishop Pham and his family experienced many challenges and hardships 
during the Vietnam War and, subsequently, as refugees. In 1975, when he was eight years old, his family 
boarded a rice cargo barge to flee the advancing North Vietnamese Army. They spent several days at sea, with 
neither food nor drinking water. He experienced terrible seasickness and saw many bodies on the floor of the 
barge. “I thought they were sleeping,” he said, “but I came to realize that they were dead.” Bishop Pham 
considers it “a moment of grace” that his entire family made it safely. The day after they docked, the family 
learned that the North Vietnamese Army was on the cusp of taking over the city. So, almost immediately, they 
headed even farther south. They lived in a small town called Lam Son. His father was a fisherman but 
struggled to provide for their large family. The parents decided to flee the oppressive regime of Vietnam. 

In 1980, with his older sister and a younger brother, he fled to Malaysia aboard a small boat packed with more 
than 115 passengers. He was 13 years old. At sea for three days, the boat was pursued by authorities of the 
Communist government, pummeled by massive waves and even boarded by pirates. A collision with the pirate 
ship damaged the refugees’ boat, splitting the bow almost in half. Miraculously, the family survived. 

He, along with a sister and brother, lived in a refugee camp in Malaysia for about seven months before they 
were sponsored by an American family and relocated to Blue Earth, Minnesota, in 1981. They were joined 
there a few months later by another sister. In 1983, his remaining four siblings and parents arrived. The family 
moved to San Diego in 1985, attracted by the warmer weather they had experienced during a visit to relatives 
there. 

He graduated from San Diego High School and San Diego State University, where he earned a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Aerospace Engineering in 1992. While in his junior year of college, he took a philosophy 
class that inspired him to think more deeply about the purpose of life and what was most important. After 
graduating and beginning a career as an aerospace engineer, he felt like “something was missing” in his life. 
But he experienced joy and peace as a volunteer catechist at his parish, Good Shepherd Catholic Church in 
Mira Mesa. 

He began his priestly formation at Saint Francis Center, located on the campus of the University of San Diego, 
and completed his theological studies in 1999 at Saint Patrick’s Seminary in Menlo Park, California, earning a 
Baccalaureate degree in Systematic Theology and a Master of Divinity. He was ordained to the priesthood on 
June 25, 1999. He completed a Master of Science in Psychology in 2009. In 2020, he completed his Licentiate 
degree in Sacred Theology, with a specialization in New Evangelization. 

Bishop Pham has served as associate pastor of Saint Mary Star of the Sea Parish in Oceanside; diocesan 
vocations director; and pastor of Holy Family Parish in Linda Vista, Saint Therese Parish in Del Cerro, and 
Good Shepherd Parish. He has also served as vicar for clergy; vicar for ethnic and intercultural communities, a 
role in which he developed the multilingual Pentecost Mass for All Peoples, held annually since 2018; and as a 
vicar general of the diocese, a position that authorized him to act as the bishop’s representative in diocesan 
administration. He was appointed an auxiliary bishop of San Diego on June 6, 2023. In March 2025, after 
Robert Cardinal McElroy left for the Archdiocese of Washington, Bishop Pham was elected to serve as 
diocesan administrator until a new bishop was named. 

Pope Leo XIV, in his first United States appointment, on May 22, 2025, named Bishop Michael M. Pham as 
the Seventh Bishop of San Diego, the first Vietnamese-American bishop to lead a diocese. 
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Coat of Arms  

of 

The Most Reverend Michael M. Pham 

Seventh Bishop of San Diego 

 

BLAZON: Arms impaled. In the dexter: Or, a cross throughout Gules between in the dexter chief quarter a 
Spanish stew pot and in the other three quarters a nail all Sable (San Diego) In the sinister: Per fess wavy 
Argent and Azure; in base fretty Argent; in chief a fishing boat Gules with a sail unfurled Argent charged with 
a beehive Gules flanked by two palm branches to dexter and sinister Vert; in chief eight tongues of fire all 
Gules. Shield ensigned with an episcopal cross Or behind the shield and a bishop’s galero Vert cords and 
twelve tassels disposed in three rows of one, two and three all Vert. On a scroll below the shield the motto: 
“Hiệp Nhất trong Chúa Kitô”. 

EXPLANATION: The Bishop’s coat of arms, is composed of a shield upon which there are symbolic 
charges, a motto and the external ornaments of rank. The shield which is the most important feature of any 
heraldic device is blazoned (i.e. described) in heraldic language from the point of view of the bearer with the 
shield being held on his arm. Thus, where it applies, the term “dexter” (right) and “sinister” (left) are reversed 
as the device is viewed from the front. 

By heraldic custom observed in North America, the arms of a diocesan bishop are “impaled” side by side on 
the same shield to the arms of his jurisdiction, in this case, the Diocese of San Diego. This signifies that the 
diocesan bishop is “married” to the See. The same method of impalement is employed in the coat of arms of 
two married people who are armigerous. 

The coat of arms of the See of San Diego is composed of a gold (yellow) field and symbols of San Diego 
(Saint Didacus in Latin), the diocesan patron saint. Diego was born to poor Spanish parents shortly before the 
year 1400. His love of poverty never left him. As a Franciscan brother he was a selfless servant of the poor 
and was known to heal the sick with the Sign of the Cross, the central charge of the diocesan coat of arms. The 
Spanish stew pot in the upper left quadrant indicates Diego’s boundless charity and tireless efforts to feed the 
hungry. San Diego had a special devotion to the Lord in his Passion, symbolized by the three nails in the other 
three quadrants. Diego died on November 12, 1463, at the Franciscan monastery in Alcalá, Spain, pressing a 
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crucifix to his heart and repeating the words of the Good Friday chant: “Dulce lignum, dulce ferrum, dulce 
pondus sustinet” (Precious the wood, precious the nails, precious the weight they bear). 

The personal coat of arms assumed by Bishop Pham when he was made Auxiliary Bishop in 2023 combines 
symbols that are meaningful to him. The shield is divided horizontally to depict a silver (white) sky above a 
blue wavy ocean. The ocean is criss-crossed by diagonal lines in order to create a pattern suggestive of a 
fisherman’s net. It represents that after 1975 while still living in Vietnam the bishop’s father became a 
fisherman to provide for his family. In addition, the net indicates not only the task of an apostle (or a successor 
to an apostle) of being a “fisher of men” but it also alludes to the New Evangelization where we are exhorted 
to put out into the deep (Duc in Altum). This symbolizes both the bishop’s priestly and episcopal ministry.  

In the upper part of the shield the boat also alludes to the work of a fisherman. In addition, a boat, in heraldry, 
is often used as a symbol of the Church itself, often referred to as the barque of Peter, who was himself, a 
fisherman. On the sail of the boat in the center is a red beehive flanked by two green palm branches. The 
beehive is a symbol of Saint John Chrysostom, the bishop’s baptismal patron saint who was renowned for his 
inspiring preaching. So, he was known as a “honey-tongued” preacher. The palm branches are an ancient 
symbol of martyrdom. The bishop’s family comes from the first diocese in the north of Vietnam where his 
ancestors were among the first martyrs for the faith in that part of the world. 

On either side and above the boat are eight red tongues of fire. They are symbols of the Holy Spirit which 
descended on the Apostles as tongues of fire at Pentecost. This was the beginning of their ministry to go out 
into the world to preach the Gospel so it is another symbol of Evangelization. Several flames represent a 
diversity of communities. Bishop Pham strengthened the cultural communities found in the diocese and shared 
them with the larger Catholic community. He has served as Episcopal Vicar of the Office of Ethnic and 
Intercultural Communities. So, symbols of the Holy Spirit were seen to appropriately reflect this ministry. It 
also reflects how, on Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit descended, people from different places, languages and 
cultures heard the Apostles speaking in their own languages. The red of the boat, the beehive and the tongues 
of fire is a further allusion to the blood of the martyrs. 

The motto below the shield is, “Hiệp Nhất trong Chúa Kitô” which means “United in Christ” in Vietnamese. 

The shield is also ensigned with the external ornaments of a bishop. The gold (yellow) cross is placed 
vertically behind and extending above and below the shield. This is often mistakenly thought to be a 
processional cross like those used in liturgical processions which is not correct. In former times archbishops, 
and later all bishops, had a cross mounted on a staff carried immediately in front of them while in procession 
or on solemn occasions. This cross was a symbol of their rank as bishop. While such an episcopal cross is no 
longer used practically it has been retained heraldically. In fact, other clerics make use of the ecclesiastical hat 
with its many tassels but the one true heraldic emblem of a bishop, and the only essential one, is the episcopal 
cross placed behind the shield. 

Above the shield is the ecclesiastical hat, called a galero which replaces the martial helmet, mantling and crest. 
“The hat with six pendant tassels (green, purple or black) on each side is universally considered in heraldry as 
the sign of prelacy. It, therefore, pertains to all who are actually prelates.” (Heim, Bruno B., Heraldry in the 
Catholic Church, 1978, page 114) The galero is green with green cords pendant from it and twelve green 
tassels arranged in a pyramid shape on either side of the shield. At one time in history bishops and archbishops 
wore green before adopting the Roman purple we see today. In heraldry the green hat and tassels was retained 
for prelates with the rank of bishop according to the Instruction of the Secretariat of State, “Ut Sive” of March, 
1969. 

The armorial bearings of Bishop Pham were originally designed in 2023 and have also now been marshaled to 
the arms of the See of San Diego and blazoned and rendered again by the Rev. Guy Selvester a priest of the 
Diocese of Metuchen, New Jersey. 

June, 2025 
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Former Bishops 

of the Diocese of San Diego 

 1936 – 1966 Most Reverend Charles F. Buddy 

 1966 – 1969 Most Reverend Francis J. Furey 

 1969 – 1990 Most Reverend Leo T. Maher  

 1990 – 2013 Most Reverend Robert H. Brom 

 2013 – 2014 Most Reverend Cirilo Flores 

 2015 — 2025 Robert Cardinal McElroy 

Coat of Arms of the Diocese of San Diego 

The usual Symbol of San Diego (Saint Didacus) is the Spanish caldera or stew-pot, to indicate 
his boundless charity, the Saint having often denied himself food in order to feed the poor and 
hungry. This cooking pot appears frequently in Spanish heraldry, and is familiar in the arms of 
the Guzman (Saint Dominic’s) family.  

Saint Didacus had a special devotion to the Passion of Christ and died repeating the words of 
the chant: “Dulce lignum, dulce ferrum, dulce pondus sustinet” (Sweet the wood, sweet the 
nails, sweet the weight they bear). This characteristic of the Saint is symbolized by the three 
nails of the Passion. 

Escudo de Armas de la Diócesis de San Diego 

El símbolo generalmente usado para el santo patrón de esta diócesis, San Diego de Alcalá, es 
una caldera que indica su caridad sin límites; muchas veces se privaba de alimentos para dar de 
comer a los pobres y necesitados. Esta caldera aparece con frecuencia en blasones españoles, y 
es familiar en el de la familia de Santo Domingo de Guzmán.  

San Diego de Alcalá tenía especial devoción a la Pasión de Cristo y murió repitiendo las 
palabras del himno: “Dulce lignum, dulce ferrum, dulce pondus sustinet” (Dulce madera, dulces 
clavos, dulce el peso que sostienen). Esta característica del santo está simbolizada por los tres 
clavos de la Pasión.  
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You are cordially invited to greet Bishop Pham  

at a reception in Saint Thérèse of Carmel Parish Hall  

following the Solemn Installation. 
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